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To Kill a Mockingbird     
      Study Guide, ch. 1-11 

 
The following are questions you should be asking yourself before, 
during, and after you read the assigned chapter in the book. These 
questions are meant to help guide you in understanding the text in its 
entirety.  
 
Chapter 1 and 2 

1. What does Dill dare Jem to do?  
 
 
 

2. Describe the town of Maycomb. 
 
 
 

3. The townspeople of Maycomb have some fears and superstitions about 
the Radley family. Describe some of these fears and superstitions.  

 
 
 

4. The students in the class show some prejudice against Miss Caroline. 
Explain this prejudice.  

 
 
 
Chapter 3 and 4 

1. What does Scout do during lunch that upsets Atticus and Calpurnia? 
 
 
 

2. What does it mean to “climb into his skin and walk around in it”? 
 
 
 

3. What do the kids find in the knothole? Who do you think they are 
from? 

 
 
 

4. Assign 2 adjectives to Dill, and explain your reasoning for each. 
 
 
 
Chapter 5 and 6 

1. What does Miss Maudie mean when she calls Mr. Radley a “foot-
washing Baptist”? What it is about that point of view that she doesn’t 
agree with?  
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2. What does Atticus say about the Radley’s right to privacy?  Do you 

agree with his point of view? Why or why not?  
 
 
 

3. What do the kids decide they are going to do (in regards to Boo) in 
chapter 6?  

 
 
 
Chapter 7 and 8 

1. What was unusual about Jem’s pants when he retrieved them from the 
fence?  

 
 
 

2. What do the children leave in the knothole in the tree?  
 
 
 

3. What happens in Maycomb that hasn’t happened in years? 
 
 
 

4. What big event does Scout miss?  
 
 
 
Chapter 9 and 10 
      1.  Why does Atticus take a case which is causing so much dissension in 
the neighborhood?  
 
 
 
     2.  How does Jack punish Scout for fighting with Francis?  
 
 
 
     3. What is the one rule that Atticus gives to Jem and Scout about their 
air-rifles? Why is this? 
 
 
 
Chapter 11  
   1. What is Atticus’s advice to Jem when Mrs. Dubose angers him?  
 
 
 
   2. What does Mrs. Dubose give Jem before she dies? 
 
 
 
   3.  According to Atticus, what does it mean to have real courage? 


