
Subordinating Conjunction 

Practice 

After	
  each	
  sentence,	
  write	
  your	
  own	
  brand-­‐new	
  sentence	
  using	
  the	
  same	
  

subordinating	
  conjunction	
  at	
  the	
  beginning.	
  Make	
  sure	
  you	
  punctuate	
  correctly!	
  

	
  

1. After	
  the	
  dogs	
  were	
  finished,	
  the	
  garden	
  was	
  completely	
  unrecognizable.	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

2. Although	
  Gerald	
  had	
  a	
  great	
  love	
  of	
  waterskiing,	
  he	
  knew	
  he	
  would	
  never	
  

again	
  leave	
  the	
  desert.	
  	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

3. As	
  Monica	
  contemplated	
  the	
  meaning	
  of	
  life,	
  a	
  large	
  lizard	
  crept	
  up	
  behind	
  

her.	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  



4. When	
  John	
  talks	
  about	
  reindeer,	
  all	
  I	
  hear	
  is	
  blah,	
  blah,	
  blah.	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

5. Whenever	
  I	
  see	
  a	
  penguin,	
  I	
  always	
  think	
  of	
  those	
  three	
  magical	
  days	
  in	
  the	
  

jungle.	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

6. Where	
  there	
  is	
  ice-­‐cream,	
  there	
  may	
  also	
  be	
  a	
  wombat.	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

7. Whereas	
  I	
  am	
  sweet	
  and	
  gentle,	
  Oliver	
  is	
  aggressive	
  and	
  sarcastic.	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

8. Wherever	
  Dravin	
  goes,	
  trouble	
  follows.	
  

	
  



9. While	
  the	
  class	
  debate	
  raged,	
  Willy	
  blissfully	
  slept.	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

10. Unless	
  we	
  decide	
  what	
  to	
  do	
  quickly,	
  we	
  will	
  never	
  escape	
  from	
  this	
  petting	
  

zoo.	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

11. Until	
  you	
  agree	
  to	
  my	
  demands,	
  you	
  can	
  just	
  stay	
  in	
  that	
  pencil	
  case.	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

12. Because	
  the	
  class	
  loves	
  grammar	
  so	
  much,	
  I	
  am	
  bringing	
  it	
  back	
  for	
  a	
  whole	
  

new	
  semester!	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  



13. Before	
  I	
  let	
  you	
  play	
  with	
  these	
  phrases	
  and	
  clauses,	
  we	
  should	
  go	
  over	
  the	
  

rules.	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

14. If	
  you	
  want	
  to	
  be	
  a	
  grammarian,	
  you’d	
  better	
  kiss	
  up	
  to	
  your	
  teachers.	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

15. If	
  only	
  you	
  had	
  known	
  the	
  answers,	
  you	
  might	
  have	
  performed	
  better	
  on	
  

Jeopardy.	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

16. In	
  order	
  that	
  the	
  meeting	
  should	
  go	
  smoothly,	
  it	
  is	
  important	
  that	
  everyone	
  

leave	
  behind	
  his	
  rhinoceros.	
  	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  



17. Since	
  everyone	
  brought	
  a	
  rhinoceros,	
  I	
  guess	
  we	
  might	
  as	
  well	
  just	
  admit	
  

defeat.	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

18. So	
  that	
  we	
  look	
  good,	
  let’s	
  pretend	
  that	
  nothing	
  happened.	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

The Big Question 

Now	
  that	
  you	
  have	
  done	
  a	
  bunch	
  of	
  these	
  sentences,	
  what	
  is	
  the	
  pattern?	
  What	
  is	
  a	
  

subordinating	
  conjunction,	
  and	
  how	
  do	
  you	
  use	
  it?	
  


